
Stages of a Deprived Case (Okla. Statutes, Title 10) 

Jury Trial or non-jury 
(bench) trial  

[O.S. 7003-3.8] 

Referral 
918-584-122 

800-522-3511 
Okla. Child 

Abuse 
Reporting & 
Prevention 

Act 
[O.S. 7101-

7115.1] 

DHS Intake 
Investigation or 

Assessment 
[O.S. 7003-1.1] 

Prevention 

(14-A) 
Report to the 

District Attorney 

District Attorney 
receives 14-A (Report to 

the District Attorney) 

Emergency 
Custody Order 
[O.S. 7003-2.1] 

Emergency Custody Hearing (Show 
Cause, Shelter Hearing) within 2 

judicial days of removal 
[O.S. 7003-2.4(B1)] 

 

State unable to prove 
sufficient cause to 

remove child – child 
returned home 

Petition Filed [O.S. 7003-3.1] within 5 judicial 
days of taking custody [O.S. 7003-2.4(C.1)] up to 
15 calendar days if D.A. asks for it & Court grants 

for compelling reasons [if abuse is “shocking & 
heinous” – request for immediate termination of 

parental rights (TPRI)] 

If child is not Adjudicated 
Deprived, case is dismissed and 

child is returned home. 

Adjudication Hearing (Initial 
Appearance) [O.S. 7003-4.1] within 
60 days of assuming custody [O.S. 

7003-2.4(D), 7003-4.5] 

Dispositional Hearing within 40 days of 
adjudication – Court adopts treatment plan 
[O.S. 7003-5.5] (The treatment plan must 
conform to the allegations in the Petition.) 

Permanency 
Hearing – 6 months 
after placing child 
in out of home 
placement & every 
6 months 
thereafter & 30 
days after 
determination that 
reasonable efforts 
not required. [O.S. 
7003-5.6d]  

Review Hearings – 
max. 6 months 
progress on 
treatment plan & 
conditions; services, 
return child; or other 
permanency plan 
[O.S. 7003-5.6]; 
(Minimum of 3 
months to correct 
conditions that led 
to adjudication)  
[O.S. 7003-5.5(I)] 

 

If conditions corrected, child is returned 
home & case monitored for 6 months, 
after which case is dismissed & closed 

providing abuse has not reoccurred. 
[O.S. 7003-5.5a] 

 

 

If conditions not corrected, set for another review 
or file Motion for Termination of Parental Rights 
[O.S. 7006-1.1] – DA required to file Motion to TPR 
when child out of home 15/22 months [O.S. 7003-
4.7] 3 exceptions: 
1. Child properly cared for by a relative 
2. DHS documented compelling reason not to file 
TPR 
3. DHS has not provided agreed services  
Child’s Atty may file Motion for TPR 
[O.S. 7003-3.1] 
 

Termination of Parental 
Rights Hearing 

TPR not granted – return 
to Review hearings or new 

disposition 

TPR granted Child 
transitions to 

Permanent Custody – 
Legal representation 
continues until case 

closes. 

Right to Non-Jury 
(Bench) Trial Right to Jury Trial when 

immediate TPR asked in 
Petition [O.S. 7003-3.8] 

Stipulation – admit facts 
Non-jury Stipulation - not an admission of facts, but 
if case was tried the State could present sufficient 
evidence to merit adjudication (comparable to nolo 
contendere plea – important if criminal charges are 
filed) [Not available in Oklahoma County.] 

Voluntary 
Termination 

(Relinquishment) 
of Parental Rights 


